Real Life Ecology 


| was surprised recently by the suggestion that ecologists are highly regarded as 
innovators. 


Really? 


My personal experience has almost been to the contrary. | have found myself being 
treated by the industrialised world as a weird ‘romantic’, 'soft/pseudo scientist’ and 
atavistic throwback. “So you want us to return to savagery/the stone age” are amongst 
many insults that have been directed my way. 


It's worth reflecting that ecology has come to have two very different meanings:- 1. the 
scientific study of relationships between living organisms and their biotic and abiotic 
environment. 2. Environmental protection. 


As a naturalist, my work has been focused on (1), but it leads also to an inspiration to care 
for our natural neighbourhood as we care for ourselves. 


Meanwhile, to be honest, as | witness the protestations and urgings of many 
environmentalists, | notice all too often a lack not only of scientific awareness but also of 
philosophical depth of understanding. This perturbs and distresses me, because it 
undermines their legitimate case. 


This lack is apparent to me in careless and inaccurate use of language, inappropriate 
mathematics, simplistic generalisations and false suppositions. It often manifests as 
catchy slogans and platitudes like 'the web of life’, which do not bear close scrutiny. And | 
notice too, that if take the trouble and summon up the courage to point these out, my 
efforts are rarely welcomed. 


And yet...| think it is true that ecologists in the original sense (1) actually ARE truly 
innovative and creative! This is because of their focus on RELATIONSHIPS, in a world that 
has become obsessed with objectively defining things as if natural void space and 
dynamical boundaries are what isolate material bodies rather than being what they are 
actually made from. 


Not only is ecology a truly natural science, but it is also the most fundamental and 
comprehensive science there is in demanding truly polymathic ability in its practitioners. 
Over my years of studying natural patterns of life and the evolutionary processes and 
relationships that underlie them across all scales of organisation from microcosm to 
macrocosm, | found myself needing to be proficient in a huge variety of disciplines 
including ones usually associated with the arts and humanities. 


And this is also how | came to identify what | call ‘natural inclusion’ as a fundamental 
natural evolutionary principle, far exceeding in its scope and making more consistent 
sense than anything that purely objective methodology (sometimes actually described 
restrictively as ‘the scientific method’) has to offer. And at its root is the utmost simplicity of 
a kind that perhaps all of us can be aware of as children. Every material body is a dynamic 
inclusion of space in form and form in space. 


And from that fundamental simplicity, all else follows, without contradiction. And so much 
thinking and practice that has been and continues to be psychologically, socially and 


environmentally harmful to human and other life on Earth can be laid to rest. Providing its 
wisdom is understood for what it is. 


Understanding Nature 
The Essence of Wisdom 


You ask me, ‘what is wisdom’ 
| offer this response:- 
‘Understanding Nature’ 
Just two words 
And all that they entail 
Signifying so much more 
Than factual knowledge 
Alone 
But what comes with 
Experience 
Awareness 
Curiosity 
Imagination 
Experimentation 
Application 
Humility 
And comes down most basically to realizing 
In whatever way you might describe it 
That every material body 
Including every human body 
Is a dynamic inclusion of infinite space 
In local form 
And local form 
In infinite space 


From which all else follows 
And makes comprehensive sense 
Consistent with actual evidence 
Without contradiction 


With this understanding 
We include our human selves 
Dynamically within and as expressions of 
Nature 
Without exception 

In receptive-responsive relationship 
With our neighbourhood 

Upon which and whom we depend 

For sustenance 


We are, by nature, understanding 
Kind, reasonable, honest 
Knowing for sure what it means 

To love our natural world 
And all its inhabitants 
As we love our selves 

Generously and protectively 
While respecting its dangers and uncertainties 


Without this understanding 
We either set our selves against 
All else 
Or subsume our selves within it 
As lost souls 
Struggling for existence 
Or oblivious of all 
The life, love and beauty 
That comes and goes 
In ebbs and flows 


‘Future Present’ (oil painting on canvas, by myself, 2000) 


